





     --CURRICULUM GUIDE-- 

TEARS OF JOY PUPPET THEATRE

Tears of Joy brings amazing puppet theatre to audiences throughout the U.S. and abroad.  Founded in 1971, the theatre is recognized nationally for its commitment to excellence and innovation.  The theatre has received a Governor’s Arts Award and a Young Audiences “Sunburst Award” for its exemplary commitment to arts in education.  www.tojt.org
Bridge of the Gods

SETTING

The first people who lived here learned from the animals through legends.  These legends were told during the winter when both children and adults were in their lodges for long periods of time.  These people, the Native Americans are still here and many are still telling these same legends to their children and to others such as you.  The legends were told to teach tribal children how to act.  In those days, tribal people lived close together in villages and they needed to learn how to get along.  These stories were told to teach lessons of life: don’t be greedy; help those that are younger and smaller than you; learn how to get along together;  respect your elders and have a belief in Tahmahnawis, a guardian spirit that would help a person.     

                                                                                                         ---Ed Edmo, Playwright

BACKGROUND

Geologists believe that sometime between 250 and 1000 years ago, much of Table Mountain on the north side of the Columbia broke off in a series of large landslides. The Bonneville Landslide temporarily blocked the Columbia River with a 200 foot high wall of debris and shoved the river channel one mile south.  The landslide dam may be the source of the Native American legend about the “Bridge of the Gods.” These Native American legends tell of a time when the river entered a tunnel and a natural bridge was formed over the river tunnel. Eventually this natural bridge collapsed. Different tribes along the Columbia told legends that explained why the bridge collapsed. Many different versions of the legend exist. Playwright Ed Edmo used Klickitat versions of the legend as the basis for this play.

Lewis and Clark were the first white people to document the landslide and its effects.  The explorers described the river as being “obstructed by the projection of large rocks, which seem to have fallen promiscuously from the mountains into the bed of the river.”  When the explorers returned upstream the following spring, they again mentioned the tree trunks standing in the water.  They stated that “the passage of the river through the narrow pass at the rapids has been obstructed by the rocks which have fallen from the hills into the channel.”
STYLE OF PUPPETRY

This play is performed with rod puppets and masks.  The puppeteers will be visible.  

The bodies of the puppets are designed to resemble Klickitat baskets.  The set is designed to resemble the longhouses in which the Native Americans along the Columbia River lived.  

ARTISTS WHO CREATED THE PLAY


Play by Ed Edmo   (Shoshone/Bannock)


Poetry by Elizabeth Woody  (Warm Springs/Yakama)


Mask and puppet design by Lillian Pitt (Yakama/Warm Springs/Wasco/Navajo)


Music composed by Arlie Neskahi (Navajo)

CHARACTERS IN THE PLAY


She Who Watches:  a petroglyph


Coyote:  Trickster, Negotiator


Klickitat:  Chief of the Klickitats  (Mt. Adams)



Wy-East:  Chief of the Mulltnomahs (Mt. Hood)


Loo-Wit:  Keeper of the Fire (Mt. St. Helens)


Owl

VOCABULARY


Tahmahnawis:  The guardian spirit of all


Che-Wana:  Native American name for the Columbia River


Kloshe tunus sun:  Chinook jargon for “good morning” 

        


      This jargon was a common language between different tribes.


BEFORE THE PERFORMANCE

1. There is now a steel bridge over the Columbia River at Cascade Locks which is called

The Bridge of the Gods.   Locate this bridge on a map.  

2. Assign students to read about the landslide that possibly created the legends about the 

Bridge of the Gods.

3. What is a petroglyph?  Where can they be found?  

Where can the petroglyph of She Who Watches be found?

4. Locate any version of the story of Bridge of the Gods and read it or tell it.  Remember 

that each tribe along the Columbia River had its own version of this story so there is 

no right or wrong version.  Our play is based on a Klickitat tribal version.  A 

Nisqually version is included in this curriculum guide.

5. As you walk through the lobby on your way into the theatre, look at the items in the   

      exhibit..

DURING THE PERFORMANCE

1. Listen to the music that accompanies this play.  What mood does it set?  Does it fit the story in this play?

AFTER THE PERFORMANCE

1. On a map locate the following:  

Che-Wana (Columbia River)

Wyeast (Mt. Hood) 

Klickitat (Mt. Adams)


Bridge of the Gods (the steel one at Cascade Locks)

2. Discuss what lessons about how to act or behave can be learned from this story.

3. Another purpose of legends is to explain how the world as we know it came to be.

What geographical features are explained by this legend?

4. Read other Native American tales such as:
How Coyote Got His Special Power

How Coyote Helped the People

How Coyote Made the Columbia River

How Coyote Brought Fire to the People

(All these stories can be found in Indian Legends of the Pacific Northwest 

by Ella Clark.  The Bridge of the Gods is also in this book). 

5. Create masks for Coyote and She Who Watches. 

Develop an appropriate voice for each character

Develop appropriate movement for each character

6. Locate Horsethief Lake State Park in Washington on a map.  This is the location of 

the petroglyph, She Who Watches or Tsagiglalal.  Where else have you seem this 

image?

