






    -- CURRICULUM GUIDE --
TEARS OF JOY PUPPET THEATRE

Tears of Joy brings amazing puppet theatre to audiences throughout the U.S. and abroad.  Founded in 1971, the theatre is recognized nationally for its commitment to excellence and innovation.  Tears of Joy Theatre has received a Governor’s Arts Award and a Young Audiences “Sunburst Award for its exemplary commitment to arts in education.”  www.tojt.org
Cinderella

ABOUT THIS PRODUCTION
Originally produced in 2000 with funding from the National Endowment for the Arts, Tears of Joy Theatre's Cinderella was written by Mark LaPierre, designed by Mary Harrison, with music composed and recorded by musician Christopher Guardino. The play is performed by master puppeteers Kris Bluett Woolen and Nancy Aldrich.    Stylized puppets and rich costumes dance and swirl in this original musical based on the French classic.  Even beyond her nagging stepsister, Cinderella discovers her biggest obstacle is believing she deserves her dreams.  The puppets for Cinderella are approximately 3-4 feet tall.  They are operated on a playboard by puppeteers who are not hidden from the audience. While the instrumental music is recorded, the puppeteers will be speaking and singing for all the characters in the play. 

CHARACTERS IN THE PLAY
Cinderella




Stepmother

Stepsister Sondrine

Stepsister Clarice

Fairy Godmother

Doorman and messenger

Prince

VOCABULARY 

Clotted cream –thickened cream


Corset—undergarment to give shape to a woman’s figure

carriage – horse-drawn vehicle

hourglass  -- glass instrument measuring an hour of time

dawdling  -- to take more time than is needed

BENCHMARKS in the ARTS

Tears of Joy puppet plays will help students meet the following benchmarks:

· Identify the disciplines used in an integrated work of art.

· Understand the interrelationships among art forms.

For discussion: What art disciplines can you identify in this production of Cinderella?

LANGUAGE ARTS

CINDERELLA ABOUT THE WORLD

Cinderella is easily one of the most well known fairy tales around the world. The tale always centers around a kind heroine who suffers at the hands of her stepfamily after the death of her mother. Her father is either absent or neglectful depending on the version. The heroine has a magical guardian who helps her triumph over her persecutors and receive her fondest wish by the end of the tale. Most of the tales include an article of clothing (usually a shoe) that caused the heroine to be recognized for her true worth.

Resources

Cinderella; or The Little Glass Slipper,  Charles Perrault.  Bradbury Press, 1972 

The Egyptian Cinderella by Shirly Climo. Harper-Collins, 1989

The Enchanted Anklet:  A Cinderella Story from India, translated and adapted by Lila Mehta, illustrated by Neela Chhaniara.  Toronto:  Lilmur 1985.

The Rough-Face Girl, by Rafe Martin.  Putnam, 1992 (Algonquin Indian)

Vasilissa the Beautiful:  A Russian Folktale, adapted by Elizabeth Winthrop.  Harper Collins, 1991

Wishbones: A Folktale from China, retold by Barbara Ker Wilson.  Bradbury, 1973.

1.  COMPARE AND CONTRAST

Find several versions of Cinderella (the resource list may he helpful) and create a chart noting similarities and differences of the:

· title of story

   

· wishes

· how wishes are granted

· name for Cinderella
   

· bad characters

· good characters
   

· ending

2.  Write a letter to Cinderella and give her advice about, for example:

· The treatment she received from her stepsisters?

· Her life with Prince Charming?

· The Fairy Godmother?

· The Ball?

3.  Draw a picture of the character you liked best.  Tell why you liked this character.

GEOGRAPHY

Using a globe, locate the countries from which the variations of Cinderella came.

